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Location: A mountain slope on the outskirts of Geneva 
  

Act One 
Scene 1: Late summer 

Scene 2: Noon, two months later—fall 

  

***15-minute Intermission*** 

  

Act Two 
Scene 1: Late winter 

Scene 2: Six weeks later—early spring 

  

The Story  
  

“A Walk in the Woods is set in 1988 in what turned out to be the last years of 

the cold war. At this time, the nuclear arsenals of both the United States 

and the Soviet Union were bursting with weaponry of massive and incal-

culable destructive capacity, a circumstance that caused widespread and 

international anxiety. The play is a dialogue between a United States and 

Soviet negotiator in a serene wooded area in Switzerland. A country 

known historically for its order, social peace, and neutrality in interna-

tional conflicts, Switzerland, consequently, is an ideal venue for negotia-

tions between hostile powers. Despite its political themes and geopoliti-

cal context, however, the play is less concerned with particular political 

issues than with the climate of alienation generated by the cold war. The 

encounter between the negotiators becomes a study of how two personal-

ities deal with the frustration and hopelessness that the arms race generat-

ed in people of conscience.  Although A Walk in the Woods is entirely fictional, 

Blessing derived the idea for the situation of his play from an actual event. Formal 

arms control negotiations took place in Geneva, Switzerland, in 1982, and U.S. negotia-

tor Paul Nitze and Soviet negotiator Yuli Kvitsinsky met in a wooded area to approach 

the issue privately. In this peaceful environment, they drafted a proposal for arms re-

duction that was later rejected by both the U.S. and the Soviet governments. “ 

(Encyclopedia.com) 

 

 



Cast 

Andrey Botvinnik…………………………………Kevin Fitzpatrick 

John Honeyman…………………………………..Alan Haehnel 

 

Production Staff 

Director……………………………………………Linda Neubelt 

Technical Director/Light Design………………...Kevin Fitzpatrick 

Production Manager……………………………..Margaret Hunton 

Light Operator…………………………………...Betsey Kamel 

Sound Operator…………………………………..Margaret Hunton 

Set Build…………………………………………..Tom Neubelt 

Poster Design……………………………………..Amy Fortier 

 

Special Thanks! 

Heather Clough -Lebanon Opera House, Parish Players, The Hop-

kins Center, Northern Stage, Mike Buonanduci, NCCT Board 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Note: 

Produced on Broadway by LUCILLE LORTEL in association with American Playhouse Theatre productions 

and Yale Repertory Theatre. Originally produced by the Yale Repertory Theatre, Artistic Director Lloyd 

Richards Second Production,  La Jolla Playhouse, La Jolla, CA.  A WALK IN THE WOODS was presented 

as a staged reading at the Eugene O’Neill Theatre Center’s 1986 National Playwrights Conference.  SPE-

CIAL MUSIC TAPE—original music composed by Michael S. Roth 
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Bios  

Linda Neubelt (Director) is honored to be able to work with NCCT again and thanks 

them for trusting her vision in producing this thought provoking play.  From Bradford, 

VT she has worked on and off the stage for 25+ years in Vermont and New Hampshire 

and even graced the screen in Jay Craven’s movie, “Stranger in the Kingdom”.  In addi-

tion to directing this production she is an active board member with the Parish Play-

ers, North Country Community Theater’s NHTA liaison, and sings with the Bel Canto 

Chamber Singers.  Her next scheduled theatrical work will be as the Production Man-

ager for the April 2016 Parish Players production of Love, Loss, and What I Wore by 

Delia and Nora Ephron.  She thanks her husband for accommodating all of her extra-

curricular endeavors and for keeping the home cozy for their two cats, Maggie and 

Stuart.   

Margaret Hunton (Production Manager) 

  

  

Kevin Fitzpatrick (Andrey Botvinnik) is delighted to be performing with NCCT for the 

first time since our 1996(!) fall production at the Briggs, The Musical Comedy Murders 

of 1940.  He particularly enjoys collaborating with Linda, which started over 20 years 

ago with their portrayals of George and Martha in Who’s Afraid of Virginia 

Woolf.  Kevin rarely has time for acting gigs, as it difficult to fit in rehearsal time 

give his employment as a lighting designer and union stagehand (including designing 

for Pentangle’s Rocky Horror and ArtisTree’s Laughter on the 23rd Floor in the last 

month!), but he couldn’t resist such a wonderful opportunity as Botvinnik.  Other fa-

vorite roles include Feste in Twelfth Night; the lead role in Brian Friel’s Faith Healer; 

and Jerry in The Zoo Story.  More recently, Kevin conceived, produced, directed, and 

hosted four episodes of Eclipse Grange Shorts: An Evening of Short Story Performanc-

es for Parish Players and rendered memorable stories by Chekhov and Updike among 

others.  Kevin thanks his wife, Judy, for her love and support in enabling him to per-

form for you now.  

Alan Haehnel (John Honeyman) 

 

 



 

 

 

Veterans For Peace is an international organization made up of mil-
itary veterans, military family members, and allies. We accept vet-
eran members from all branches of service. We are dedicated to 
building a culture of peace, exposing the true costs of war, and 
healing the wounds of war. Our networks is made up of over 120 
chapters across the United States and abroad.  

Statement of Purpose 
We, having dutifully served our nation, do hereby affirm our great-
er responsibility to serve the cause of world peace. To this end we 
will work, with others 

• To increase public awareness of the costs of war 

• To restrain our government from intervening, overtly and cov-
ertly, in the internal affairs of other nations 

• To end the arms race and to reduce and eventually eliminate 
nuclear weapons 

• To seek justice for veterans and victims of war 
• To abolish war as an instrument of national policy. 
 

To achieve these goals, members of Veterans For Peace pledge to 

use non-violent means and to maintain an organization that is both 

democratic and open with the understanding that all members are 

trusted to act in the best interests of the group for the larger pur-

pose of world peace. 

http://www.veteransforpeace.org/ 

Golden Rule Peace Boat Project 
We aim to advance VFP's opposition to nuclear weapons and war, and to do so in a very 

memorable and intriguing way. We have recovered and are restoring the original peace 

boat, the Golden Rule, that sailed in 1958 to stop nuclear testing in the atmosphere, and 

which inspired many peace makers and peace ships that followed. The restored Golden 

Rule will voyage once more, to show that a nuclear peace is possible, and that bravery 

and tenacity can overcome militarism. 

 


